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Coast  rebuilding  shifts  to  long-range 


By  William  H.  Perkiiu  Jr. 
Editor 


Mooneyham  also  stressed  the 

_  ed  for  nnandal  gifts  as  well  as 

volunteer  manpower.  Baldwin  esti* 
Anyone  who  travels  the  mated  the  cost  of  one  replacement 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  dwse  days  home  to  be  in  the  range  of  $45,000, 
hears  one  message  above  all  others;  not  including  labor, 
the  work  has  just  begun.  Mooneyham  said  the  Coast  "def- 

TWo  years  after  Hurricane  Katrina  initely"  needs  new  diurches  started 
stormecl  ashore  and  wip^  out  much  as  the  jx>pulation  sJtifts  to  other 
of  the  area,  the  mountains  of  debris  areas  of  the  association.  People  are 
have  been  taken  away — buttheefibrt  moving  inland  to  get  away  from  die 
to  rebuild  and  restore  the  Coast  will  hardest-hit  areas  cm  or  near  the 
take  much  kmgei;  aooocding  to  Steve  watei;  he  said. 

Mooneyham,  missions  director  for  "Eoonomicissuesaredrivingpeo- 
Gulf  Coast  Association  in  Gulfport  pie  north,  mme  so  than  anytniM 
"We  have  to  replace  housing  that  else,"  said  Dionne  WiULams,  church 
took  five  to  eignt  generations  to  development  stratrast  for  Gulf 
build,  and  we  have  to  do  it  in  five  Coast  Association,  "iw  availability 
years,"  Mooneyham  said.  and  cost  of  rental  property,  as  well  as 

Jim  Didlake,  men's  ministry  direc-  insurance  issues,  are  forcing  people 
tor  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  to  move  as  far  nordi  as  Stwie  Cfounty. 
Convention  Board  ancl  Mississippi  1  was  told  officials  there  are  making 
Baptist's  disaster  relief  coordinator,  plans  for  20,000  new  water  meters  in 
estimates  that  more  than  100,000  vol-  die  coming  years  to  accommodate 
unteers  have  come  to  the  Coast  since  the  expected  growth." 

Katrina,  including  the  feeding  effort  In  addition  to  the  need  for  con- 
that  resulted  in  more  than  four  mil-  struction  workers  and  financial  aid, 
lion  me4Is  served  to  storm  victims.  there  is  a  great  need  for  survey 
"We've  had  a  tremendous  out-  teams  to  canvass  the  Coast  and  pin¬ 
pouring  from  Southern  Baptists.  We  point  where  people  are  moving  and 
need  to  keep  up  those  volunteer  what  needs  to  be  done  to  help 
numbers  in  me  niture  for  the  vol-  them,  Williams  said, 
ume  of  work  that  still  needs  to  be  "We  can  use  survey  teams  every 
done,"  Mooneyham  said.  weekend,"  he  pointed  out. 

David  Baldwin,  a  retired  paper  Mendy  Kin^  church  growth  spe- 
company  employee,  and  his  wife  cialist  for  Gulf  Coast  Association, 
Patti,  a  retir^  teacher,  of  echoed  Williams'  observations  on 
Vick^urg,  have  taken  on  the  task  the  changing  nature  of  the  popula- 
of  coordiMting  the  volunteers  for  Hon  in  the  associaHon. 

Gulf  Coast  AssociaHon.  "We  don't  have  accurate  demo- 

"We  conHnue  to  need  both  graphics  because  all  that  has 
skilled  and  unskilled  construcHon  Ranged  so  radically  since  the 
workers.  We  need  construcHon  storm,"  King  said.  "It’s  like  trying 
foremen.  By  the  second  week  of  to  hit  a  moving  target;  the  demo- 
August  every  year,  the  labor  pool  grimhics  are  constantly  shifHng" 
drops  off  dramaHcally  as  senool  ror  more  informaHon  on  Gulf 
starts  and  we  lose  students  and  Coast  AssociaHon' s  long-range 
teachers,"  David  Baldwin  said.  "We  rebuilding  effort,  contact  the  asso- 
have  several  houses  under  con-  ciaHcm  at  P.O.  Box  2369,  Gulfport, 
struction  right  now  diat  may  be  in  MS  39505.  Telephone:  (228)  832- 
danger  of  not  getting  finished."  4311.  E-mail:  gcM^ableone.net. 


HURRICANE  KATRINA 

Tux)  years  later. . . 


Through  the  ccxiperative  efforts  of  Gulf  Coast 
Asscxriation  in  Gul^sort,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  jackscxi,  the  North  Amencan  Mission  Board  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga.,  and  the  Baptist  state  ccxiventions  of  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  many  homes  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  have  been  made  livable  again.  There  are  still 
thousands  of  homes  from  Bibxi/D'lbmille  in  the  east  to 
F^aiiington  in  the  west  that  still  need  attention.  This  rebuild 
will  last  for  at  least  three  years. 

The  recovery  of  the  Gulf  Coast  has  been  ongoing  since 
the  day  the  hurricane  hit.  Most  of  the  churches  damaged 
or  destroyed  have  either  been  repaired  and  rebuilt  so  ser¬ 
vices  can  be  held  or  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an 
altemate  kxratkm  for  meeting.  GuK  Coast  Association  has 
now  turned  her  efforts  to  continuing  the  repair  and  rebuild 
the  homes  of  Gulf  Coast  residents. 

Volunteer  teams  of  skilled  and  unskilled  laborers  are 
still  needed,  interested  churches  may  ccxitact  David 
Baldwin  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Asscxriation  onice  at  (228)  832- 
431 1 ,  to  make  plans  to  ccxne  to  the  Gulf  Coast  to  help. 

Please  note  that  Gulf  Coast  Association  is  presently 
not  taking  youth  teams. 


BAPTISTS 


SBC  CP  lower  for  month 


Miss.  CP  up  for  August 


NASHVILLE^  Ibm.  (BP)  —  Giving  to  the  Southern  Baptist  ConvenHon 
Coopemhe  Pwwnm  in  August  was  $1^662.488,  n^uch  was  8.^,  or  $1,504,159, 
bdow  die  fl7flf%d47  given  die  psevious  mondv  and  .9%,  or  $141,453  ahead  the 
$1S^1XS$  lecaii^  in  August  2006^  aoooKling  to  SBC  Executive  Committee 
Psisident  and  Chiaf  Enscutive  Officer  Morris  H  Chapman.  As  of  August  31,  the 
vaai<-to<lale  total  of  $187,^01142  for  Cooperative  Progam  misaions  is  $4,680,522 
shaed  of  the  $181123^620  noeived  at  the  same  point  in  2006.  Deaigurted  giving  of 
$200^033335  iat  die  same  year  to-dale  period  is  6.7%,  or  $12,481,^,  above  gifts  of 
$187352,214  laoeivad  at  Ms  point  last  year.  The  $14M340  in  designated  gifts 
raoeivad  last  ationdi  is  $3014^  btkm  the  $1771368  laoeived  in  August  2006,  a 
dscreasa  of  6.4%.  For  die  SBC  Cooperative  Prognun  AHocation  Budget  die  year-to- 
date  total  of  $187301142  is  109%  of  the  $179319387  budgeted  to  support  Southern 
Bytiat  mMatriaa  gMwDy  and  acsoas  Nordi  America.  IHe  SBC  openmis  on  an  Oct. 
1-a^  30  fiscal  ymme.  IHe  Cooperative  Paqgiam  ia  Southern  Baptists'  method  of  sud- 
porang  ndarinna  and  mMstiy  eflbrts  at  Mate  and  regional  conventions  and  tne 
SoudieniBytiat  Convention.  It  iaaqiarate  from  the  Soiwieni  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Amd  of  wHnh  100%  of  monies  go  to  aid  die  needy  in  the  general  pifolic. 


in  August  riiowed  a  marked  increase  over  die 

•  ^  .a  4  •  4  a  •  > 


tor-treasurer  of  the  Miariaatopi  Baptbt  ConvantiotiBom  in  Jadaon.  The  Augnri 
total  of  $3389371  was  $1,0^183,  or  463%,  above  the  $2311^  given  last  mondi, 
and  $311408,  or  103%  above  the  total  of  $3375,168  given  in  August  2006.  TbCal 
MiaaMppi  CP  giving  for  die  current  fiscal  yeai;  wMch  runs  from  lanuaty- 
Decembei;  stands  at  107,711315,  a  rise  of  $991703,  or  1j^,  over  last  year’s  giving 
dirough  August  and  $1385399,  or  73%,  ahead  of  currsnt  budget  naads.  Ihe  20(7 
MiariniippiCT  budget  of  $33,188,931  was  qipfoved  by  maasanmn  to  the  2006 
annual  meeting  of  the  Missiaaippi  Baptist  Convention.  A  total  of  $1765,745  is  need 
ed  eadi  mondi  to  meet  the  convention  boasifs  budget  for  2(n7.  In  addition  to  hi^ 
ing  suemort  moR  dian  10,700  miaaionaaiaa  in  me  U3.  and  around  the  wuiid 
ihinuA  affiliation  nvith  the  Soudiem  Baptist  Convention,  Kfiasiaalppi  CP  .HP* 
fund  such  programs  as  dw  January  Bible  Study  Preview  Clinics  Md  during 
September  at  various  locations  around  Missiaaippi  and  die  State  College  Studeid 
Conference  on  Septnnber  28-29. 
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worst  teams  can  dtare  an  early-sea- 
son  hope  no  mailer  how  unieanstic  it 
may  be  (see  ‘'<an''abovcX 

Galkins  upon  gaUons  of  ink  will 
be  exfwnded  to  write 
about  each  game,  both 
before  and  after  dte 
Millions  of 
of  dectridty 
carry  dtousands  of 
games  over  foe  airwaves 
of  fois  country.  We've 
even  coHipled  satellites 
and  fiber  optics  so  foe 
sames  can  oe  seen  and 
heard  around  foe  world 
both  on  television  and 
foe  Internet,  more  often 
foan  not  in  real  time. 

Statistics  are  pored 
over;  and  bold  predic¬ 
tions  are  made.  Fans  sign 
up  for  special  broadcast 
padcages  and  purchase 
expensive,  high-definition  televi¬ 
sions  that  allow  foem  to  screen 
more  than  one  game  at  a  time.  An 
untold  number  of  video  recorders 
will  be  set  fcM*  game  time.  Oh,  foe 
agony  of  missing  even  one  game  — 
evenonetfoiyoc  one  gamer 

The  liMs^le  of  foe  fan/fanatic 
must  be  an  interesting  subject  for  sociolo- 
sosts  tfvd  other  observers  ot  human  nature. 
While  impcMtant  national  issues  remain 
unresolved  and  wars  swirl  all  around  us, 
we  turn  our  attentkm  to  fleeting  games  of 
competition  the  outcome  of  wmch 
soon  be  forgotten  (especially 
new  season  rolls  aroirnd  next  y 


will 
when  foe 
year). 


Would  that  we  possessed  the  same 
unbriclled  passion  for  the  Great 
Commission  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 

Ch^t  (Matdww  28:18-20).  ,  „ 

Sadly,  many  of  foe  same  folks  who  arose  infinitely  more  important  than  the  most 
only  the  day  before  at  5  a.m.,  dressed  in  important  ball  game  there  could  ever  be. 
schcx^  colors,  drove  for  several  hours  across  Vvhat  could  we  accomplish?  Just  listen  to 
the  state,  attended  the  game,  partied  after-  the  roar  from  the  stadiums  next  weekend. 


%vard,  and  arrived  hcxne  after 
midnight  cannot  drag  them¬ 
selves  out  of  bed  and  arrive  at 
church  with  the  same  enfousi- 
aam  foey  had  for  the  ball  game. 

Many  of  foe  same  folks  who 
focus  so  much  time,  energy, 
and  money  on  ball  games  can^t 
seem  to  muster  any  of  foose 
attr^tes  when  it  comes  to 
sharmg  foe  Gospel  or  kirock- 
ing  on  dcxns  anci  inviting  peo¬ 
ple  to  worship  wifo  them. 

Can  we  even  iirugiiw  what 
it  would  be  like  to  ^  a  stadi- 
tun  every  weekend  with 
70,(XX)  screamiiig,  adoring  fans 
of  Jesus  ChristrCan  we  even 
iiitafl^  what  it  would  be  like 
to  nU  hundreds  of  those  stadi¬ 
ums  every  weekend  for  wor¬ 
ship  aird  praise,  as  we  do  for 
our  favorite  football  teams? 

Can  we  even  imagine  what 
it  would  be  like  for  all  foose 
people  in  all  those  stadiums  to 
exit  on  fire  for  witnessing  and 
discipling,  and  with  great 
anticipatiOT  and  planning  for 
the  next  weekend’s  gafoering? 
Can  we  even  imagine  having 
foe  same  excitement  about 
feeding  the  hungry,  visiting 
prisoners,  taking  care  of  the 
sich,  and  helpii^  to  rebuild 
our  own  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast,  all  ii\the  name  of  Jesus? 

C^  if  only  lost  people  could 
see  us  working  for  Jesus  in  the 
same  way  we  support  our  ravorite  teams.  If 
only  lost  people  could  see  foat  Christians 
have  foeir  priorities  in  order;  that  foe  rescue 
of  one  soul  from  a  dark  and  dying  world  is 
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A  'Star'  is  bom  through  missionary  service  in  Africa 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  They  caU  her 
Star;  not  because  she's  famous  but  because 
foey  hope  she'll  become  a  shining  "star"  for 
God  to  her  family,  nei^ibors,  and  other 
women  in  her  vilU^. 

Star  had  not  accepted  Christ  as  her 
Savior  whoi  two  nurses,  Kelly  Grimes  and 
Paula  Denton  (ruunes  changed  for  security 
reasons),  arrived  in  her  smaiD  Ncnfo  African 
village  to  teach  women  in  norfoem  Africa 
how  to  be  midwives. 

Star  always  seemed  to  be  around  for  the 
Bible  stexies  shared  by  Grimes  and  Denton, 
two-year  misskmary  ioumeymen  wifo  the 
International  Mission  Board  of  foe  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Star  and  her  husband  had  moved  to  foe 
village  several  weeks  eaiiier,  but  no  one 
seemed  to  know  where  foe  couple  came 
frexn  or  what  had  prompted  foe  move.  The 
villagers  knew,  however,  that  bofo  of  Star's 
chikuen  had  died  at  a  young  age.  In  foat 
culture,  it  is  shameful  tor  women  not  to 
have  children.  "This  is  where  foeir  honor 
and  worth  is  found,"  Denton  said. 

Despite  her  dreumstanoes.  Star  helped 
women  in  foe  village  deliver  foeir  babies. 

"When  Kelly  and  I  tau^t  midwife  train¬ 
ing  in  her  village,  she  was  eager  to  come 
and  learn  as  much  as  she  coi^"  Denton 
said.  "She  sat  up  dose  to  us  on  the  mat  dur¬ 
ing  each  training  session  and  would  partic¬ 
ipate  in  foe  disoisaions." 

Because  none  of  foe  women  could  read 
or  write,  foe  journeymen  taught  mid¬ 


wifery  by  telling  stories  and  discussing 
them.  Star  was  eager  to  answer  the  nurs¬ 
es'  questions  as  well  as  help  explain  the 
concepts  Denton  and  Grimes  were  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  local  language. 

"We  noticed  right  away  her  passion  and 

S'ftedness  for  learning  [and]  a  charisma 
at  could  influence  me  other  women," 
Denton  said.  "We  became  gocxl  friencls 
wifo  Star  as  we  spept  time  wifo  her  while 
she  did  her  daily  tasks  [of]  weaving  bas¬ 
kets  [and]  grinding  millet  and  then  ccx>k- 
ingit  over  an  open  fire." 

The  journeymen  had  several  emportuni- 
ties  to  share  Bible  stories  wifo  her.  They 
prayed  she  would  become  a  believer  and 
realize  her  potential  as  a  leader  among  foe 
ofoer  women  believers  in  foe  village. 

"This  was  so  important  because  although 
there  were  several  women  who  professed  to 
follow  Jesus,  foey  had  not  been  able  to  grow 
in  discipleship,"  Denton  said.  Such  cunural 
issues  as  illiteracy^  and  foe  women's  lack  of 
confidence  in  meir  ability  to  learn  and 
understand  spiritual  concepts  hindered 
foem  from  growing  in  foeir  fufo. 

"During  the  last  session  of  the  midwife 
training,  we  shared  foe  story  of  the  birth 
of  Christ,"  Denton  recounted.  "The 
women  really  connected  wifo  foe  story,  as 
they  could  relate  well  to  the  simple  cir¬ 
cumstances  Mary  delivered  in  and  foat 
Jesus  was  bom  into." 

After  Denton  and  Grimes  left  foe  vil¬ 
lage,  they  learned  foat  Star  and  her  hus¬ 


band  were  in  the  "process"  of  following 
Jesus,  with  Denton  noting,  "Many 
Muslim-background  believers  describe 
their  conversion  as  a  'process.'" 

"Kelly  and  I  were  so  excited  we  could 
hardly  contain  our  joy,"  Denton  contin¬ 
ued.  "Our  friend  Star,  our  star  pupil 
from  the  midwife  training,  had  come  to 
know  the  truth!" 

Star,  now  a  leader  among  the  women 
believers,  asked  foe  other  women  why  foey 
hadn't  shared  their  faifo  wifo  her  earlier, 
and  she  has  begun  to  encourage  the  women 
foat  they  are  capable  of  leammg  and  teach¬ 
ing  Bible  stories,  Denton  said. 

"God  used  our  short  time  in  the  [North 
African  village]  to  impact  eternity," 
Denton  reflects. 

"In  three  months  God  helped  us  develop 
and  teach  foe  midwife  trainmg,  arxl  then  He 
used  the  training  to  help  answer  our  prayer 
to  raise  up  a  wader  among  foe  women 
believers,"  Denton  said,  "ana  because  Star 
is  so  gifted  in  this  area  of  foe  midwife  train¬ 
ing,  mere  is  a  plan  to  hopefully  use  her  to 
h«p  go  into  new  villages  and  teach  foe 
material,  which  will  allow  her  an  avenue  to 
share  her  faifo  wifo  countless  ofoers." 

"She  is  a  strong  woman,  so  it  is  excit¬ 
ing  to  see  what  God  will  do  in  and 
through  her  life,"  Grimes  added.  "It  was 
so  neat  to  be  there  at  a  time  to  watch  Gcxl 
draw  fois  woman  to  Himself...  so  she 
[can]  be  an  instrument  in  reaching  and 
discipling  other  women." 


The  Baptist  Rbcoro 


Twins  await  court 


on  Islamic  education 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  An  Egyptian 
court  ad|oumed  the  %pt.  3 
hearing  of  13-ycar-old  Coptic 
Christie  twins  legally  forced 
to  Udie  Islamic  education  after 
their  estranged  father  became 
a  Muslim. 

The  attorney  for  the  two 
young  Christian  boys  forced  the 
adjournment  by  skipping  die 
hearing,  as  die  outcome  of 
anodier  case  involving  converts 
to  Islam  seeking  "re-oonversion" 
could  afiect  the  twins'  case. 

Coptic  Orthodox  Christianity 
is  the  indigenous  Egyptian  form 
of  Christianity  that 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


traditkxv  (he  Aposde  Maik  erab- 
lished  in  Egypt  in  the  middle  of 
the  first  cermt^  AD.  The  church 
is  one  of  the  Oriental  Orthcxlox 
churches.  Its  leader  is  die  Pope  of 
Alexandria  and  the  Patriaidi  of 
the  Holy  See  of  Saint  Mark. 

The  twins' 
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case  highlights 
inequalities  non-Muslims  face 
in  Egypt,  where  one's  religion, 
printM  on  all  official  ciocu- 
ments,  regulates  family  laws. 

Custody  of  children  is  automat¬ 
ically  given  to  whichever  par¬ 
ent  is  Muslim,  according  to 
many  interpretations  of  sharia 
(Islamic  law)  enshrined  in  the 
nation's  constitution.  expected  to  rule  on  the  twins'  identificahon  papers  left  blank 

Twins  Mario  and  Andrew  future,  causing  the  court  to  As  long  as  the  twins  refuse 

Medhat  Ramsis  unwillingly  ac^cxim  indefinnely.  Gabriel  said 
"became"  Muslim  after  dim  he  hopes  to  dday  the  final  hear- 
father  converted  to  Islam  and  ing  until  after  Nw.  17,  when  the 
used  his  legal  ri^t  to  chai^  the  fate  of  12  converts  to  Islam  seek- 
religion  on  their  Dirdi  oerd&ates.  irg  "re-conversion"  back  to 

m  February,  die  boys'  moth-  Gvistianity  is  to  be  decided. , 
er  discovered  that  they  had  Gabriel  said  the  Nov.  17  ml- 
been  placed  in  Islamic  educa-  ii^  on  "re-converskm"  would 
don  classes  at  school  to  reflect  give  him  a  clue  about  die  gov- 
their  father's  choice,  thou^  the  eminent's  position  toward  the 
Muslim  man  was  no  longer  liv-  Ramsis  twins'  case, 
ing  with  his  Christian  family  "The  whole  point  is  whether  fol 
since  his  conversiem  to  Islam  the  court  will  rule  according  to 
and  remarriage  in  2002.  Egypt's  dvil  law  —  in  which  dren  would  soon  be  faced  with 

The  twins  gained  notoriety  case  the  converts  will  be  free  to  other  difficulties  if  they  do  not 
when  they  refused  to  take  their  revert  to  dieir  Quistianity  —  obtain  birth  certificates  and 
Islamic  religion  exam  in  May, 
required  in  order  to  enter  die 
next  grade.  "I  am  Christian," 
each  Doy  wrote  mi  a  makeup 
test  in  July.  They  turned  in  the 
exam  wim  all  of  the  answers 
led  blank. 

Egyptian  Education  Minister 
Yuan  al-Gamal  announced 
Aus.  25  diat  he  would  automat- 
icaOy  pass  the  boys  to  the  next 
graae,  but  the  twws'  Christian 
mother  said  an  underlying 
problem  remains. 

"I  was  made  to  understand 
that  Egyptian  law  grants  a 
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AIMMT1NCTHBRFATE — IWins  Mark)  and  Andrew  Medhat  Ramsis,  raised  in  Eg^  as  Coptic  ChriMians, 
face  a  court  hearing  on  ivhetherdiey  can  be  farced  to  take  Islamic  education  courses  under  Egyptian  law  after 
their  father  converted  to  Warn  and  assumed  custody  of  the  boys.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Compass  Direct  Nevrs) 


documents  widiout  being,  forced 
to  dioose  a  relifaon  that  mey  do 
not  believe  in,"  naghat  said. 

Egypt's  Supreme  Admin¬ 
istrative  Court  ruled  against  the 
group  listing  its  religion  on  offi¬ 
cial  documents  in  December 
Hossam  Baghat  of  tlw  Egyptian  2006,  on  the  premise  fiiat 
Initiative  for  Personal  Rights.  Baha'ism  is  not  one  of  three 
"Basically,  diey  can't  enroll  "heavenly  religions"  (Islam, 
in  public  sdiools,  and  that  is  Christianity,  and  Judaism)  reoog- 
the  most  important  problem,"  nized  by  IsLun. 

Baghat  told  Compass  Direct  Baha'ism  was  founded  on 
Mring  Tuesday's  hearing.  the  teachings  of  Baha'u'Uah,  a 
le  lawyer  said  that  the  diil-  Persian  his  followers  believed 

to  be  God's  prophet  to  humani¬ 
ty  in  the  ISOOs. 

Muslims  consider  Baha'ism 
to  sharia,  mean-  offier  electronic  documents  by  heretical  for  its  acceptance  of  a 
t  [the  pei^ty  for  the  time  they  turn  16.  "Once  prophet  after  Muhammad, 
uid  be  applied,"  ffiey  turn  lo,  it's  a  criminal  whom  Muslims  believe  to  be 
id.  offense  not  to  have  one,"  God's  final  messenger  to 

to  many  main-  Bas^tsaid.  humanity. 

npretations  of  Baghat  clarified  ffiat  Egypt's  - 

I  Egypt,  the  pun-  Baha'ui  were  neither  seeking  to  The  author  <rf  this  article,  Peter 
xmaay  is  death.  completely  remove  the  relimon  Lamprecht,  is  a  loriter  for  Compass 
IS  come  under  status  from  documents  of  all  dt-  Direct  News  based  in  Santa  Ana. 
mire  from  oonser-  izens  nor  to  gain  official  reoogni-  Ca.  Compass  Direct  News  pro- 
w  for  his  role  in  tion  as  a  minority  community.  otdes  reports  on  Christians  world- 
e  twins.  Lawyer  "They  are  simpty  askii^  to  unde  who  are  perset^ted  for  their 
l-Stushtawi  filed  a  obtain  these  mandatory  basic  faith.  Used  by  permission. 


mother  custody  of  her  children  the  Christian  lawyer  of  spreadiiw 

until  ffiey  are  15,  but  I  lately  false  rumors  that  harm  Egypt^  ^ _ _ 

discovered  that  this  applies  national  unity,  iiKiting  sectarian 

only  to  Muslim  mothers,"  strife,  and  tarnishing  Egypt's  Southside  Church,  Russellville,  Ala.,  makes  history  by  being  the  first 

kiunilia  Lutfi  said  in  an  Aug.  27  inruige  abroad,  aooordu^  to  the  church  to  order  literature  from  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's  website, 

press  conference,  according  to  ddly  newspaper  al-Akhbar. 

Coptic-owned  weekly  Wataiu.  In  a  related  case,  an  admiius- 
Andrew  aiKl  Mano  Ramsis'  trative  court  jxistponed  a  ver- 

future  hinges  on  wheffier  die  diet  on  Sept.  4  for  another  set  of 

court  appfire  dvil  law,  which  twins,  14-year-olds  Imad  and 

allows  them  to  remain  widi  their  Nan^  Halim  of  die  country's 

modicL  or  certain  interpretations  tiny  Baha'i  community, 

of  Islamic  law,  whkh  stipulate  After  Baha'is  lost  the  ri^t  to 
that  children  belong  to  whkhev-  print  dieir  relitoon  on  official 
er  parent  is  Muslim,  their  lawyer  documents  in  December  2006, 

Neguft)  GahM  said.  the  brother  and  sister's  fadier, 

Gabriri  skipped  the  hearing  Raouf  Hindi  Halim,  sued  to 
on  Sept  3  when  the  court  was  have  the  religion  field  on  their 


"I'll  have  to  preach  new  sermons  now!"  says  Dolton  Haggan,  pastor 
of  Pocahontas  Giurch,  after  the  church  burned  to  the  groundrollowing  a 
lightning  strike  the  evening  of  Sept.  10.  Gone  are  his  Bible,  study  lessons, 
and  sermon  notes.  "The  work  of  a  lifetime,"  he  says. 


The  Baptist  Recoko 


become  loyal  diadplea  of  the 
Lord.  It  doea  not  happen  that 
way.  It  is  impentive  that  we 
know  and  love  Him  and  reach 
out  to  than. 

Fiahennen  alao  to  fiahing 
even  when  not  cveyming  ia  juat 
perfect  Aa  with  tneac  tourna¬ 
ment  fiahermea  oonditiona  are 
not  ahvaya  ideal  The  wafer  ia 
not  alwaya  smooth  and  the  dr- 
cumatanoea  could  be  ag^dnst 
thent  but  it  ia  time  to  to  nMng. 
How  many  of  ua  would  prefer  to 


fim  Artrai,  eMCutive  diiector-tieaauier 
KQaaiaeippi  Baptiat  Convention  Board 


It  haa  been  a  toy  for  roOad  their  windowa  down,  diey  muat  have  wortdeead  what 
B^toh^andit  spoke  to  aaa  and  aaid,  "Man,  ^ 

rbm  mymr  on  a  looks  soi^ir  I  aakt  Tt  sure  they  were  gom  k)  do^  to 

does.*  Iktafed,*!  sure  hope  thfe  Mailh^  4:19,  I«  expliM  to 

it  gsts  out  of  heae  tonm  and  them  that  they  were  TOkm  to 
thfe^  do  not  have  to  feoe  thia  keep  doing  what  they  nad 
toononow.  Thia  ia  the  kind  of  always  done  CMogrt  Ae  caidi 
weuAer  that  you  want  to  puB  waagoingtobedlBBBent  *Come, 

lock  lap  to  the  ImdiM  and  find  falow  me  and  I  wifi  make  . 

youaf^plaoeJusrtoaitTOd  fiahereqf  men.*  Ihe^lesaoM^  aa  you  w^them  to  do, 

^dboutfiaMw  rate  thro  go  knew  weO  feom  their  fiahing  and  you  may  not  feel  so  hot 
outteeloftoh.^  trade  could  be  appkad  to  what  Do  you  know  of  someone 

H  wasn't  torw  imtil  the  raiiu  they  would  do  in  Kingdom  who  needs  God's  love  and  your 

descended,  the  floods  cone,  Old  work,  nahetmen  go  after  the  fisK  care?  You  may  have  been  pray- 

I  drove  away  tMciiw  about  The  fiah  do  not  come  to  ten.  ing  for  them.  You  may  have  even 
what  te  toumonent  fiteman  It  ia  imposafole  just  to  stay  in  thought  about  trying  to  talk  to 
sttd,''nmisAekindofweate  bed,  kick  back  m  a  reduwr  them  about  our  wonderful 
that  you  iust  wmt  to  puO  up  to  watching  the  TV,  or  just  atiw  at  Savioi^  but  it  just  aeems  like 
thehndkwoid  todyouapteoe  the  bro^  table  and  catdi  fish,  every  time  you  almost  readi  out 
toaitand  AdboutfiM^rate  You  have  to  go  after  ten.  to  them  you  deckle  to  pull  back 
tei&h.*)e8i»caBedthemaior-  Sometimes  in  our  churchea,  we  to  the  landing  and  just  talk  about 
ity  of  IBs  disciples  out  of  the  ndv  ddnk  that  because  we  build  a  fishing  again. 

ing  profession.  It  is  who  Aey  bidlding  and  unlock  the  dcxxs  - 

were  Old  what  they  did.  They  on  Sunday  that  people  are  going  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
were  fishermen.  When  the  Sm  of  to  ficxk  m  to  meet  with  wsus,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jachon,  MS  39205- 
Gcxl  called  Aon  to  follow  Ffim  have  their  lives  Uansformed,  and  0530.  E-mail:  ifutral9mbcb.org. 


On  Ais  particular  Friday 
itei  we  had  a  great  meal  at 
First  BiBlist  Church  Madiaon. 
We  had  a  good  tkne  of  feilow- 
ahfpi,  and  ten  I  had  the  privilege 


Y(XJ  Can  RnroND 
RioitNow! 


Smwhi  rime  the  foUawing  prayer 
tpim  God  in  your  own 

1.  Load,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  katve  ahmed.) 


pveness  for  my 
om  from  eternal 


Singing  Churchmen  set  for  Peru  sweep  in  late  September 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela- 
tionahip  wiA  you. 

(I  beNcve  in  fetua,) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  Ais 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  m  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  wiA  Him.  (I 
receive  Ckriat  as  my  Savior 
amt  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  die  right  to  become 
chOdren  ofGod,  even  to  those  who 
bdieoe  in  Ms  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


^reading  the  Goroel  duough 
music,  the  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen  have 
amassed  a  lot  of  "firsts*  — 
but  their  upcoming  trip  to 
Peru  otters  one  of  the  most 
unique  concert  locations  m 
Ae  group's  long  history. 

Iw  the  first  time  evec  AeyTI 
be  singing  at  a  city  lancAU. 

You  read  right.  The 
Churchmen  will  be  smging  at 
the  main  landfill  for  Lima,  the 
SouA  American  nation's  cap¬ 
ital  dty,  where  more  than 
10,000  people  reside  m 
absolute  pove^  as  Aey  try  to 
scratch  out  a  living  from  oma 
people's  trash. 

"it  is  a  place  of  utter  desti- 
Ited  by  people 


tution,  inhabited  by  people 
who  need  to  know  me 
Lord,"  said  Slater  Murphy, 
associate  pastor  for  worship 
at  Fairview  Churdi, 

Columbus,  and  missions 
director  for  Ae  Churchmen. 

MurfAy  and  otha  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Churchmen  plann 
trip  have  worked  cdosely  wM 
Pam  Shearec  native  Mitesfe 
ing  A  Peru  for  the  Intematk 
Bmrd  (IMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist  ^ 

Convention.  An  advance  team  of  other  large,  open  apacei 
Churchmen  travded  to  Peru  m  February  to  At  Ae  oAer  enci  of  ti 
nuAe  arrangiements  for  the  noup's  tour;  system,  the  Church  will 

scheduled  ira  Septemba  IBOctoba  6.  nau  A  Lima,  one  of  t  _  _ _ 

"This  will  be  Ae  shortest  trip  for  the  and  upscale  malls  A  Lima,  a  dty  of  13-14  by  Dogwocxl 
Churchmen,  but  Ae  largeet  group,"  said  L.  million  people.  "You  can  buy  anything  —  ' 

Graham  SntiiA,  church  muM  cAector  for  there  that  ycM  wcxdd  find  A  an  expensive 
Ae  MiaeisaApi  Baptiat  Convention  Board  American  mafi,*  SmiA  said. 

(MBCBX  "Tnm  arc  49  ministers  of  music  These  cUverae  cultural  voups  will  hear 
commined  to  ga  which  is  about  twice  as  the  Churchmen  perform  n  aonga  A  their 
mmy  as  we  hinre  had  A  the  past*  native  Spanish  language,  induding  the 

A  addition  to  the  landfill  conceit,  the  Peruvian  national  anthem.  John  MdNafe  a 
Churchmen  will  perform  for  a  large  com-  retired  IMB  neurosurgeon  now  serves  Ae 


the  Peru  munit 
evA  and  board 
M  work-  called  *La  Env< 
Mission 


of  Peruviana  who  live  A  card-  will  accompany  A*  Churdunen  to  Peru 
tvemii^t  land,  the  so-  to  serve  aa  Ae  speaker  and  preacher  at 
m."  who  are  frequently  Churchmen  evente. 
forced  off  the  land  tl^  are  occup3ring  by  A  oAa  Churchmen  news,  Ae  group's 
tire  govemiirent  and  must  move  on  to  latest  live  CD  has  become  its  most  succea^ 

recordiire  and  has  gorre  a  third  printing, 
t  social  The  pertenance  on  which  the  CD  is  based 
fockey  was  reccxded  eaiiter  this  year  vdA  89 
Aaaive  Churdunen  at  Highland  Chtirdv  Meridiaa 
.  ,  -,--o”"-lPiocmctions  of  Mobile. 
t)fAing  The  CD  is  availaUe  through  the  MBCB 
>ensive  Church  Music  Departonent To.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  3920^530.  TUecAone:  (601) 
dl  hear  292-3267  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
n  te  748-1651,  ext.  267.  E-mail: 
j?  i  K*^fc*^?PAcb.org.  Cost  is  $15  per  CD. 

to  nmd  the  mission  work  of 
ten,  such  as  the  Peru  tour. 
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Baxtanrillc  OmikIi,  Luh* 
btitow  Rtvhrd,  8«pt  16-21; 
Suit,  11  ajn.;  Mon.-m.,  7  pm; 
Ccdl  Hawtiuone,  speaker; 
Caaaie  Kitchens,  music; 
Raymond  Parkia  pastor. 

'  Bmilon  Church,  Benton: 
HonMCOodng,  Oct  7;  Sunday 
Sdvool,  9:30  am.,  followed  by 
worahip  and  fellowship  lundt; 
Roy  Hawkins,  speaker;  Charles 
Moore,  pastor. 

•  • 

First  Church,  Benndale: 
Hbusacoalnc  and  rsvhral,  Oct 
7-12;  Sun.,  11  a.m  followed  by 
ooveied  dish  lunch  and  after¬ 
noon  singing;  Rocky  Creek 
Country  Boys,  music;  Mon.^ri., 
7  p.m.,  widi  roedal  music  ni^t- 
ly;  Bumise  rlavard,  spea^r; 
aiinon  Erkhart  pastm. 

Ftasl  Church,  Columbus: 


ship  and  music,  2  pm;  loe 
Mckeever  and  Bobby  Doug^ 
speakers;  Shawn  Parker;  pmtoc 

First  Church,  Pecan  Grove, 
EUisville:  Homecoming,  Sept 
30;  special  musk,  10  a.m.;  %vor- 
ship,  11  am,  followed  by  dinner 
on  the  grounds;  Russell 
Cottmgjham,  speaker;  Answoed 
Prayers,  musk. 

Leal  River  Church,  Plne- 
RcvivaL  Sept  24-25, 7  p.m. 
nghtly;  Mark  Byrd,  speaker. 

Longview  Church,  Ponto¬ 
toc:  Itomccomifig,  Sept  23; 
wordtip,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Johnny  Sykes,  speaker. 


in^  Oct  6-7;  Sat,  10*30  am  fri- 
knvsh^)/  hiatock  tours  followed 
by  lunch  atvi  worship;  Sutv, 
Sunday  School,  8:45;  worship,  10 
ajtiv  followed  by  lunch,  and  wor¬ 


Macedonia  Church,  Blue 
Mountain:  HonMComing  and 
revivaL  Sept  23-26;  Sun.,  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
potluck  lunch  and  aftemcx>n 
smcnng,  1:30  p.m^pastor  Terry 
HaU,  speaker;  The  Martins, 
music;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Kevin  Purdon,  speaker;  special 
music  each  nisht. 


Macedonia  Church,  Lee 
County:  9Sth  anniversary  and 
houitcomlng.  Sept.  16;  ser¬ 
vices,  9:30-11:30  a.m.,  follo%ved 
by  covered  dish  luiuh;  Donald 
Payne,  ^aker;  Terry  Faulkner, 
pastor;  Billy  Little,  music. 

Mt.  Nelson  Church, 
Neshoba  Association:  165th 
aiudversa^  and  homecoming; 

services,  1(J:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
potiuck  lunch;  Mack  Alforcl, 
pastor. 

New  Hope  Church,  Fox- 
worth:  Homecoming,  Sun., 
Oct  7;  worship,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch 
and  concert,  6:30  p.m.;  Bobby 
Smith,  speaker;  David 
Grimsley  and  Calm  Assurance, 
musk;  tent  revival,  Oct.  21-25; 
Sunday,  covered  dish  lunch; 
Melvin  Mordecai,  speaker; 
Steve'  and  Becky  Carver,  music. 

North  Morton  Church, 
Morton:  Homecoming,  Srat. 

16;  wprship,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  afternoon 


praise  and  worship;  Randall 
Creel,  speaker;  Hm  Fridt  and 
The  C^pel  Echoes,  music. 

Ramah  Church,  McCall 
Crerio  RevivaL  Sept  30-Oct  3; 

Sun.,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-\Med.,  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Douglas,  speaker;  Snelly 
and  Irene  Johnston,  music. 

Rocky  Point  Church, 
Carthage:  Homecoming,  Sept 

23;  worship,  10:45  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  afternoon  singing; 
Shane  McGivney,  speaker; 
Natalie  Marshall  Lum,  music. 

Sunrise  Church,  Carthage: 
Homecoming,  Sept  23;  wor¬ 
ship.  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch.  John  Sanders,  speaker; 
Tony  ^nton,  music;  David 
Aday,  pastor. 

Victory  Church,  Baaafield: 
Homecoming,  SefH.  23;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  a.m.,  followed  Iw  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  five  former 
pastors,  speakers;  in  church 
music  and  specials;  Geroge 
Gerald  Autlman,  pastor. 


Sunday  Oct  7  thru  Wednesday  Oct  10, 2007 
6:30pm  Sun  •  7KX>pm  Mon  -  Wed 

Smith  County  Multipurpose  Building 

Smith  County  BaptM  Association 

Scott  Walters  •  Director  of  Missions 
Raleigh,  MS  39475  •  228-875-4532 
www.smithcba.  com 


SchiHluk'd  S[)OtiKers 


Sunday  6:30paa  •  Emir  Caner 

Dean,  The  College  at  Southwestern  •  Former  Muslim 

Monday  7:00pni  •  John  Sullivan 

Executive  Director,  Florida  Baptist  Convention 

lUaaday  7:00pm  •  Fred  Luter 

Putor,  Franklin  Ave  Baptist  Church,  New  Orleans,  1^ 

Wednesday  7:00pm  •  Johnny  Hunt 

Putor,  FBC  Woodstock,  Geoigia 


Music  *  5:30pfn  Sun  &  6:30[)ni  M  W 


Phil  Willis  •  Sons  of  the  Father  •  John  Yates 
Music  Director  *  Phil  Willis 
Music  Evangdist  *  Baton  Rouge,  Lousiana 


CMdren*^  Worship  Service 

Sunday  thru  Wednesday  -  Under  the  Direction  of 

John  A  Pcrtty  Yates 
6:30  PM  at  Union  Baptist  Church 


UPCOMING  2007  BIBLE  €X)NFERENCE 
Ocl  21-34  FBC  Ocean  Springs  •  Ooem  Springs,  MS 
James  E.  Maaaer  Mnatnea.  Inc  •  P  0  Box  1325  •  Ihaodora,  AL  36590 
Phone:  (800  or  251)  653-6652  •  www.iameamea8ar.com 


1.  Cartcrvillc  Church, 
Petal,  has  called 
Kristpher  S.  Smith  as 
minister  of  music  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  15.  Smith 
comes  from  First 
Church,  Natchitoches, 
La.  He  holds  degrees 
from  Louisiana  CcMlege 
and  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  comes 
with  his  wife,  Hope. 

2.  Forest  Church,  Forest, 
has  called  Doug 
Hubbard  as  associate 
pastor  of  music  and 
senior  adults  effective 
this  past  May.  He  is 
shown  with  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Abigail. 


2.  Hubbard  and  daughter 


A  CHMATIAN  I  NIVKIUll-n 


Mississippi  College  Librarian: 

special  Collections  Librarian  responsible  for  the  daily  operation 
of  the  MS  Bapt.  Hist.  Collection  &  the  M.C.  Archives.  The  12- 
month  position  requires  the  MLS  degree  from  an  ALA  accredited 
university.  Experience  necessary.  This  position  requires  effective 
computer  skills,  ability  to  work  effectively  with  a  variety  of 
patrons,  interest  in  assisting  Baptist  churches  prepare  for 
anniversary  celebrations,  and  other  typical  library  duties. 
Competitive  salary.  If  interested  in  additional  information, 
please  contact  the  search  committee  at  M.C,  Phone  601-925-34  ^4 
or  e-mail  mbhc9mc.edu. 
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RLH  KDUHU  CG  ELKDCEB 
YLWUHUT,  KDNK  GDNAA 
ELK  SU  HUWUNAUT; 
EUCKDUH  DCT,  KDNK 
GCNAA  ELK  SU  lELME. 
AJIU  KMUAWU:  KML 
Clue:  M  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  eneexJed  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Acts  Thirteen:  Thirty-Eight. 


Il‘^dll  MaNt‘ 

I  .osl  M(uu“\ 

« 

III  I  lit  Slut  k  M.irki  I 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  gurarante^ 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 


13.2% 

Pint  Year  Guarantee 
O’Mire  Fhiancial  Services 

406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgataad,  MS  39157 

13008443254 
601.957 J841 


3.  Susan  Walker,  pianist  at 
Wyandale  Ckui^  ‘Terry, 
renied  after  30  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  July  22.  She  served 
WyniMlaile  Church  for  12 
years,  and  served  other 
state  churches  for  18  years. 
Walker  was  presented  a 
Certificate  of  Appreciation 


Ijepartment,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

4.  Forest  Church,  Forest,  held 
a  baby  dedication  Aus.  21. 
Shown  are  Doug  and  Relly 
Hubbard,  their  new  daugh¬ 
ter  Lily  Kate  Grace,  tfwir 
other  daughter  AbigaiL  and 
pastor  Gordon  Sansmg. 

5.  First  Church,  Coldwater, 
delivered  pennies  for  dw 
Memorial  to  the  Missing  at 
the  Baptist  Building, 
Jackson  Aug.  30.  Shown  are 
interim  pam>r  P.J.  Scott  and 
several  of  the  pairticipants. 

6.  Rocky  Creek  Churdi,  Luce- 
dale,  ordained  Greg  Pitts  as 
deacon  Sept  2.  Srawn  are 
Pitts,  Nancy  Pitts,  and  pastor 
Gieg  Barker. 

7.  WUUanMvUle  Onach,  Kos- 
daaka  leoogniaes  Hs  GAs. 
Shown  are  Anna  Mks,  Hdey 
Smidylodi  Crowsoa  Kim¬ 
berly  Qaik,  Robin  Crowscrv 
Harma  SmMv  Amy  Cappdi, 
MdBeccaCappelL 

8.  Locke  Station  Church, 
Marks,  held  a  deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  Aug.  12.  Sho«vn  are 
pastor  Etk  Payne,  James 


The  youth  of  First  Church, 
Bolling  Folk,  participated 
in  a  DtsdpleNow  weekerul 
Aug.  2-S,  with  21  youth 
involved  in  Bible  study, 
mission  work,  aiul  frik>w- 
shio.  The  students  also  vis- 

iteo  the  Mag 
Amusement  1 

ic  Springs 
Park, 

%>rings.  Ark., 
Day  concert.  ^ 

for  a  Third 
own  are  dte 

participants. 

First  Church.  1 

Leakesvillc. 

9.  NavilU  QraKh,  McConb, 
ordained  George  Duncan 
Aus.  26.  Shown  is  Duncan 
and  deacon  Glenn  Sharp. 

10.  Black  Jack  Church,  Yasoo 
Aaaodatkm,  recently  rec¬ 
ognized  Ed  Deusdile  at  the 
completion  of  his  interim 
pastorate  at  the  dturch.  He 
and  his  wife,  Rita,  received 
a  silver  tray  from  die  con¬ 
gregation. 

11.  Roy  Moody,  pastor  of 
Lakeside  Church  Haltics- 
buighrid  a  credc  baptism  at 
Mood^s  Landing  in 
Brooklya  baptizing  seven 
new  members.  Shown  are 
Mooefy  and  the  first  candi¬ 
date,  Emily  Cooper. 

12.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  host  a  commu¬ 
nity  singing  Sept.  16, 6  p.m. 
First  Baptist  Church,  fea¬ 
tured  musicians. 

^3.  Leaf  River  Church,  Pine- 
vUlc,  will  host  The  Sunset 
Boys  Sept.  30,  6  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fellowship  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
789-5476. 

14.  ^on  Church,  Lyon,  held  a 
One  Won  1  witnessing  train¬ 
ing  conference  June  16,  led 


by  P.j.  and  Bet^  Scott  Olive 
Branidi,  with  13  partkipat- 


Branch,  with  13  participat¬ 
ing.  The  group  learned  now 
to  write  tmd  snare  dieir  testi¬ 
monies  and  afterwards  visit¬ 
ed  po^tial  diurch 

Epe^  in  their  communi- 
ind  surrounding  area. 
Lum,  evangelinn  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  set  up  the 
event. 

15.  Shiloh  Church,  Carroll 
County,  will  host  Jerry  and 
Tammv  Sullivan  in  concert 
Sept.  jO,  10:45  a.m.  A  love 
omring  will  be  received. 

16.  Goodnun  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  will  host  a  gospel 
singing  Sept.  22, 6  p.m.,  fea¬ 
turing  Heaven's  Journey, 
Jack  Hollingsworth,  and 
the  Born  Again  Quartet. 
The  concert  is  a  benefit  for 
pastor  Roy  Rogers. 

17.  Newhebron  Church,  New- 


WUliansviUc  Church, 
Williaaisvillc,  recognizes 
its  children's  Bible  Drillers. 
Shown  are  Charlie  Plunkett, 
Anna  Miles,  Ethan  Griffin, 
and  Eddie  Plunkett. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Church,  HaMMbuig 


hebron,  is  nosting  a 
women's  conference  ^pt. 
29,  8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 
Special  guest,  Marolyn 
Ford.  Ford  became  blind  at 
18,  but  was  healed  of  her 
blindness  in  1972.  Pre-reg¬ 
istration,  $10;  $12  at  door, 
which  includes  continental 
breakfast  and  lunch. 


hostim 


18.  Chilciren  BMe  DrMen,  WMiamsville  Church,  WMiamsville 


Poydras  Baptists  reopen  first  church  since  Hurricane  Katrina 


POYDRAS,  La.  (BP)  —  Poydras  Church  has  became 
the  first  Southern  ^ptist  diurch  in  St.  Bernard  Parish, 
La.,  to  return  to  its  worship  center  since  Hurricane 
Katrina  devastated  die  area  two  years  ago. 

That  die  diurdi  did  so  is  testament  to  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  Cooperative  Program,  Pastor  John  Galev 
says.  The  Coopwative  Program  is  Southern  Baptistes 
way  of  combining  the  efforts  and  resources  ot  local 
churdies  to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  people 
across  die  nation  and  around  the  world. 

Galey  opened  an  Aug.  11  dedication  of  the  renovat¬ 
ed  wordiip  center  by  reading  a  list  of  50  churches  and 
assodatkxis  diat  had  a  part  in  the  rebuilding. 

"We  experienced  the  reality  of  the  Co^erative 
Prognun,"  baley  told  Baptist  Press.  "We  give  1(J%  —  we 
consider  it  a  dtne.  We  know  the  good  the  Cooperative 
Program  does  here  in  Louisiana  and  around  die  world, 
but  thoe's  a  diderence  between  knowing  something 
and  experiencing  it. 

"Wevf  had  hundreds  of  people  working  on  our 
churdh.  Pd  si^  maybe  even  close  to  a  thcxisana,"  Galey 
said.  "Churdies  large  and  small,  working  together  to 
do  something  diat  without  the  joint  effort  would  have 
been  overwhelming.  That's  what  the  Cooperative 

produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville, 
titled  Tile  Difference,  Vol.  2,  features  30  video  stories 
of  how  Southern  Baptists  worked  together  in  the 
aftgpliiilh  of  Katrina.  Galey  is  featured  in  at  least  two 

DVD,  Galey  recalls  a  prayer  to  God  upon  his 
letum  to  St  Bemara  Parish  a  month  after  the  storm. 
By  diet  dme  most  of  the  dead  had  been  found,  and  all 
the  rest  had  been  evacuated.  There  was  no  electridty 
and  no  fresh  water.  Police,  military,  and  odier  first- 
renondsn  were  diere,  plus  Galey  and  ^  8“*^'  »i/ 
Lofd,  what  am  1  called  to  do?^  he  asked.  I  m 
called  to  teO  people  about  Jesus,"  he  reminded  him¬ 
self .  "So  I  ofdeied  a  bunch  of  tracts,  kept  on  with  my 
quist  dme,  and  studied  and  prepa^ 
preparing  for  Sunday  morning,  and  I  grabbed  tmise 
trans  aira  went  out  In  die  commumty  where  I  lived 
and  told  people  about  Jeeusi" 


Only  a  few  residents  returned  to  St.  Bernard  Parish 
before  December  2005.  Missouri  Baptists  were  there  a 
month  before  that.  They  found  a  mud-caked,  stench- 
ridden,  broken-down  shell  of  a  community  with  trash 
everywhere,  and  houses  still  straddling  the  highway. 

Missouri  Baptists,  Galey  said,  "adopted"  St. 
Bernard  Parish. 

"First  Baptist  Arabi  needed  to  Ibe  tom)  down,  St. 
Bernard  Baptist  had  water  up  to  the  roof  and  had  oil 
all  in  the  church,"  Galey  said  of  two  other  local 
churches.  "...  1  was  the  first  one  back  into  the  area,  and 
out  of  all  the  churches,  1  was  told  that  we  were  the 
only  one  structurally  sound.  Missouri  [Baptists]  began 
using  their  resources  to  help  us,  and  for  two  months 
basically  1  was  like  a  go-fer  for  them  ...  There  was 
alw^s  something  to  be  done. 

"Ifeing  on  the  receiving  end  of  the  Cooperative 
Program,  it's  a  time  for  me  to  sit  back  and  actually  be 
miiuster^  to,  and  I'm  humbled  by  that,  and  grateful 
and  thankful  for  it,"  Galey  said  on  the  DVD. 

He  says  the  same  thing  today.  "What  we've  gone 
throu^  has  made  the  Cooperative  Program  more  real 
to  me,  Galey  told  Baptist  Press.  "Knowing  something 
and  experiencing  it  are  two  different  things.  With 
IGitrina,  I  experienced  the  reality  of  the  Cooperative 
Program...  It's  basically  churches  cooperating  together 
ancT  pooling  resources." 

Katrina's  floodwaters  had  reached  above  the  four- 
and-a-half  foot  mark  in  Poydras  Church's  fiiree  build¬ 
ings:  ^  worship  center,  fellowship  hall,  and  educa¬ 
tional  building.  The  roofs  of  die  fellowship  hall  and 
educational  building  also  were  damaged. 

"It  totally  destroyed  everything,"  Galey  said. 
"Everything  nad  to  go." 

Locals  began  triclcling  back  in  mid-E)ecember  2005 
to  St.  Bernard  Parish  a  few  miles  southeast  of  New 
Orleans,  livingin  FEMA  trailers  while  they  worked  on 
dieir  homes.  The  trickle  grew  a  bit  stron^r  after 
January  2006,  and  by  five  months  after  the  storm 
GaW  knew  it  was  time  to  restart  services. 

The  first  service  was  in  February  2006,  in  the  par¬ 
tially-restored  fellowship  hall  of  Poydras  Church. 
About  60  people  —  35  from  St.  Bernard,  in  addition  to 
volunteers  and  digidtaiias  paitkipated  in  that  first 


service.  Galey  preached  from  Matthew  16,  where  Jesus 
said  He'll  build  His  church,  and  afterward  six  people 
from  Walker,  La.,  served  the  congregation  jamoalaya 
they  had  cooked  in  the  church  paiking  lot. 

About  100  people  attended  Poydras  Church  before 


About  100  people  attended  Poydras  Church  before 
Katrina;  alxxit  /O  attend  now. 

"We're  doing  well,"  Galey  said.  "Our  tithes  and 
offerings  are  about  what  they  were  pre-Katrina. 
There's  a  great  unity,  a  great  peace  in  the  church." 

All  construction  is  done.  Gray  carpet  has  been  laid, 
and  dark  blue  pew  chairs  have  bwn  brought  in.  There's 
a  cross  in  the  baptistery  and  a  clear  acetic  ^Ipit  The 
music  comes  from  an  Integrity  Worship  DVD,  fronted 
by  a  five-person  praise  ensemble. 

"All  our  energy  and  focus  was  on  rebuilding,"  Galey 
said.  "Now  were  restructuring  amd  reorganizing  the 
church.  I'm  ministering  in  the  community,  and  we're  hav¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  diildren  and  youdi  activities  —  kids  camps, 
baseball  camps.  Vacation  Bible  School  things  to  get  the 
community  involved." 

Poydras  Church  meets  in  homes  one  evening  a 
week  for  Bible  study.  Sunday  School  is  scheduled  to 
start  this  month. 

"God  has  really  revealed  His  gcx>dness  to  me,  the 
realness  of  who  He  is,"  Galey  said.  "1  don't  want  to  say 
my  behavior  has  always  been  great,  but  despite  my 
failure  and  my  attitude  —  1  remember  saying  [after 
Katrina]  'Why  did  this  happen  on  my  watOT?  It's  not 


tinued.  "Since  the  storm  Gcxi  h^  removed  the  negativi¬ 
ty  from  widiin  the  church  ...  Katrina  really  duuiged  me 
in  diat  1  have  extremely  low  tolerance  for  fcxilishness  in 
the  church.  Patience,  yes,  patience  with  diose  who  don't 
know  better  and  those  who  are  youi^  or  weak  in  their 
faidv  but  since  Katrina  and  gomg  mrough  all  I  went 
duou^  I'm  not  putting  up  with  tm  foolishness  of  diose 
who  mould  know  better.  I’m  not  putting  up  with  diat." 

Since  Katrina,  since  being  on  the  receiving  end  of 
die  Ccxmerative  Program,  Galey  said,  he's  become 
more  missions-fcxnjsM,  more  missions-driven.  "Now 
I've  internalized  it,"  he  said.  "Now  I  get  it.  Hey,  this  is 
what  we'r4  to  Iw  about." 


Saturday  morning.  Thoae 
interealed  can  reonve  re^ 
tratkxi  forms  by  contacwig 
dM  Office  of  Student 
Enlistment  at  1-800- 
NOBTS-01,  ext.  3303  or 
accessing  the  Student 
Enlistment  website  at 
www.nobt8.edu  /  Enlistmen 
t  /  Preview  Weekend.html. 


3.  The  BSU  of  Mississippi 
Ddta  Coaununity  CoUs^ 
sent  ei^t  summer  mission¬ 
aries  mis  past  year.  The 
BSU  made  Thanksgivii^ 
Christmas,  and  wring  mis¬ 
sion  trips  to  Mexico  and 
Atlanta.  First  Church, 
Moorhead  and  the  BSU 
helped  raise  funds  for  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries  through  a 
campus  dinner  dteater. 
Meet  at  Luigi's.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  dinner  dte- 
ater  participants.  The  BSU 
also  odered  die  presenta¬ 
tion  Arise,  My  Love  at  sev¬ 
eral  area  diurdies,  and  the 
Praise  Band  led  in  Sunday 
evening  diurdi  services. 

4.  July  2007  graduates  from 
New  Orleans  scnini^  with 
Mississippi  ties  indude 
Joemy  McCiory,  Kosciusko, 
wifh  a  master  of  arts  in 
Christian  education;  Scott 
Fortaiberry,  CUnton,  with  a 
nuttier  of  divinity;  Charles 
Wallace,  ladtton,  with  a  mas¬ 
ter  of  mvinlty;  and  David 
Williams,  Brookhaven,  with 
a  master  of  divinity-church 
ministry  track. 

5.  A.  L.  Siggers  from  Mt. 
Olive  Ba^st  Church  in 
Hattiesbura  awarded  two 
William  Oirey  University 
students,  Dennis  Ellzey  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Howard 
Garrett  of  McLain,  with  the 
A.  L.  Siggers  Scholarship. 
Original^  created  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  were  members 
of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Churdi 


Preview  Weekend  for 
prospective  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  on  October  25-27.  As 
guests,  prospective  stu¬ 
dents  will  tour  the  campus, 
meet  faculty  and  staff,  and 
learn  more  about  admis- 
tion  requimnents,  dMiee 
programs,  cost  of  atten¬ 
dance,  tinandal  aid,  sdiol- 
arships,  housing,  student 
organizations,  and  other 
important  information 
about  life  at  NOBTS. 
Activities  available  indude 
opportunities  to  attend 
cbiMes,  a  special  duipel  ser¬ 
vice,  meetmgs  with  profes- 


1.  Mississippi  College  will 
welcome  a  parade  of  die 
state's  politicians  to  ^ve 
their  b^  stump  yeeaies 
at  an  *1  Love  America  Di)r" 
event  on  the  Clinton  cgm- 
pus  next  montii.  Invitations 
are  going  to  Gov.  Haley 
Barbour,  Democratic 
gubernatorial  challenger 
Artiiur  Eaves  ana  a 
slew  of  candidates  for  other 
key  state  offices.  Others 
hopiim  to  appev  indude 
Pearl  uiwyer  Gregg  Harper, 
chairman  of  die  Rankin 
County  Republican 

Executive  Committee.  An 
MC  graduate.  Harper  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Third 
District  congressional  seat 
be^  vacatra  by  outgoing 
US.  Rep.  Chip  Pkkerii^ 
R-Flora.  Lunch  on  the  MC 
Quad  and  music  will  add 
to  the  festivities  in  an  event 
sponsored  by  MC's  Student 
Government  Association, 
said  SGA  President  Aaron 
Graham,  21,  of  Jackson. 


with  plans  to  use  their 
carter  m  ministry,  die  A.  L. 
Siggers  Scholar^p  was 
expanded  in  2007  to 
indude  students  at 
William  Carey  Uaivcrsily. 
^  am  a  firm  bdiever  m 
educaticm  and  dierefore 
strive  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  educational  proc^," 
said  Aggers.  Bom  churdi 
related  vocations  mafors, 
Ellzey  and  Garratt  are 
majoring  in  psydiology 
ana  religion  resperavely. 

6.  IWo  new  residence  halls, 
die  first  constructed  on  die 
Hattiesburg  campus  of 
WUliam  CSrey  Univecaity 
in  more  dian  40  years, 
opened  in  August  to  satis¬ 
fied  students,  bodi  male 
and  female.  Byrd  Hall  for 
wOTien  and  Braswell  Hall 
fcM-  men  currentiy  house  95 
students  each  in  semi-pri¬ 
vate  rooms.  Lobbies,  void¬ 
ing  machines,  and  laundry 
rooms  are  located  on  eaoi 
of  the  diree  floors  in  both 
halls.  The  haUs  are  connect¬ 
ed  by  one  large  common 
lofc^  in  die  center  of  the 
buildings  and  a  covered 
porch  area  with  patio  fumi- 


ders.  Reaidenoe  rooms  abo 
indude  mkrowave  ovena^ 
refrigeration,  indivkhial 
room  dimate  control,  new 
furniture,  sinks  in  each 
room,  and  contemporary 
design  dements  from  color 
coorainaled  rooms  to  paint¬ 
ings  and  wall  hangings. 


2.  The  New  Orleans 
Seminan  student  enlist¬ 
ment  office  will  sponsor  a 


36th  Annual 

Library 

Ministry  Conferenci 

October  5-6, 2007  •  FBC  Brookhaven 


1.  Shiloh 
Church, 

Marion 

County: 

July 

15-19; 

shown  is  * 

the  senior 

adult  ^ 

ladies 

class:  seated,  Emma  Mullins, 
Billie  Sue  Pittman;  standing,  Pst 
Jones,  Charlene  Campbell, 
Helen  Jones,  Dot  Canipbell, 
Martha  Broom,  Darlene  Foster; 
and  Willodtean  BuUo^  ■ 


Cortrth.  Miss 

\Jatmy  Mlnstry  Team  Leader 
First  Baptist  Church 


Retired  School  Ubranan 
am  Trainer  for  Book  Systems.  Iix 


Madison.  Miss 
Ubrasy  Aasissart 
First  Bapdst  Church 


Denham  Sfshngs.  La 
Library  Mriistry  Team  Leader 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 


Ministry  Team  Leader 
m  Way  Bapdst  Church 


Deatndk.  Aia 

Library  MnWry  Team  Leader 
Shoal  Creek  Bapdst  Church 


NWcTMDches  La. 
library  kkiatry  Team  Leader 
First  Bapdst  Church 


2.  The  Vacation  Bible  School  of 
Paleatinc  Chuich,  Plantewvilit, 
had  a  canned  food  drive  for  tiie 
Nettleton  Food  Pantry,  coHect- 
ing  more  than  800  cans  for  the 
mission  project.  Shown  are 
some  of  tire  partidpanls. 


\  \  \  1  1  :\  Hll.l  1  ^  \\  :  1 

me  OUIN  B  SRHNC  •  pnHim 
muiic  (iwelof  to  inilnict  dioin  and 
toad  wonMp  aarvicaf.  Pleaaa  call 
(601)  264<«868  cti  601)  400-600$  or 


MMBIBI  or  MUBC  and  aducaMon 
naadid:  Hm  Oapliil  Qaadv  ioyla; 


P.O  ton  578,  Cryalal  Spring!,  MS 
39059-9715.  parior  (662)  312-8S64 
(ceH)  or  church  (601)  892-1151 . 
FUU-TIMi  MINBm  OT  YOUTH/ 
MUSiC.  fMnriaw  SaptlM  Church, 
GiaanwiHa,  MS  )•  aaaking  a  hill-tima 
minialor  of  youth  and/or  nuMic. 
Maaia  land  ratutna'  to  ^nonrtel 
CommiMaa,  712  McAllialar  Straat, 
CraanvMla,  MS  38701  or  amall  to 


cdUaanaMt  Sand  inunw  vta  amal  or 
Ra8aK21«LiiM«ftMS 


MiH„  h 


in  applying  far  Ota  poaMon  may 


Ffaaanoak  Miaa,,  ia  aaaUng  a  bluocaliQrt- 
al  mMafar  of  muaic.  Auma§t  chuidi 
ntonrianrr  150.  Haaaa  aand  laaunw  to 
aaaadicoanniBaa^  1857  Ffaaanoa  Oyiam 
Rd.  noianca.  MS  39073.  Or  amaH  to 
raauma9hickoryridgabaptiat.org. 
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Aborted  Babies:  The  Memorial  is  Their  Marker 


Aboftkm!  No  wqrI 
9M  Id  iMwe  dividKl 
Mfici  BtoK  dun  Mi 
e  word.  Fteoe  ct 


cr  dwt  pnofecl  ntOM 
andnotwoRl  iskMided 
with  himiiiBf  like  this 
tuoid.  Some  Bng  it  88  8  song  while 
odien  eqiMle  it  to  8  fieedann  song. 

In  the  midat  of  this  strag^  to  heve  it 
one  W8y  or  enother  (ebortions  or  no 
abortions^  some  have  suggested  we 
should  acMle  for  simply  having  less 
abortions.  At  first  ^tonoe,  that  seems  rea¬ 
sonable.  Think  about  crime  for  a 
moment.  We  realise  that  we  cannot  stop 
crime  ahogediei;  but  we  can  reduce 
crime;  therefore,  we  do  all  we  can  from 
neighkot^Kxxl  watches  to  hiri^  more 
pohoenrien.  We  even  applaud  dms  diat 
reduce  dieir  crime  raw  by  percentage 
points.  While  it  sounds  great  ask  some 
politician  to  tiv  and  get  elected  on  a 
platform  to  reduce  murders  in  his/her 
city  from  50  to  10.  He/she  can  run  on 
reducingcrime  but  not  on  reducing 
murder,  llw  idea  that  it  should  be  per- 


mitted  to  a  lesser  extent  is  insulting. 
Isolating  a  single  orime  like  murder 
allows  ul  to  see  it  for  i^wt  it  really  is 
and  that  makes  even  one  murder  urux:- 
cepCable.  Others  would  cry  out  that  in 
the  slauf^ter  of  the  unbeW  we  have 
destroyed  the  lives  of  poWntial  men  and 
women  who  could  have  made  a  won¬ 
derful  contribution  to  society. 

Doctors,  lawyers,  and  misskxuuies, 
coupled  with  various  other  meanin^ul 
professions  now  have  been  wasted.  Tnat 
argument  is  flayved  because  the  case 


may  be  made  that  we 
have  also  prevented  some 
evil  to  run  rampant 
through  dw  a^yrld 
because  if  the  previous  be 
true,  then  it  may  be 
assumed  that  «ve  also 
destroyed  rapists,  mur- 
derera  and  aiild  moles¬ 
ters  vmo  may  have  chosen 
to  use  their  existenoe  to 
bring  evil  upon  the  worid. 

Tm  choioe  to  produce 
evil  or  good  with  our  lives 
remains  with  the  individ¬ 
ual  and  is  then  judged  by  a 
society  governed  ^  laws. 
It  does  not  seem  just  for  us 
to  become  the  source  to  make  the  decision 
to  prevent  the  birth  of  one  life  even  if  we 
could  deem  before  conception  that  life 
would  produce  good  or  evu.  How  can  we 
judge  a  tree  by  an  acorn?  So  we  have 
oecocne  judge,  |ury  and  executioner. 

Our  courts  and  justice  system  have  a 
base  assumption  that  better  that  one  crim¬ 
inal  should  go  free  than  one  irmocent  man 
be  pronounced  guilty.  Our  courts  believe 
all  are  irmocent  untu  proven  guilty  in  a 
court  of  law.  May  God  help  us  to  open 
our  eyes  and  grant  the  right  of  birth  to  all 


instead  of  condemning  over  50  miUaon 
unborn  babtes  to  be  de^royed  before  they 
have  dw  opportunity  to  pny»caOy  enter 
into  our  inqpcrfect  vMxkl. 

A  weO-Known  football  icon  recently 
was  indicted  for  runnifw  a  dog-fighting 
ring  and  killing  dogs.  I  nave  two'beauti- 
ful  labs  that  1  could  not  think  of  treating 
in  that  manner.  I  was  not  upset,  I  was 
mad.  Howeve^  I  wondered  in  the  maiet- 
ness  of  my  spirit,  “where  is  the  ounage 
when  over  50 million  human  beings  have 
been  destroyed?  Where  are  the  politi¬ 
cians?  Where  are  the  dergy  who  should 
be  the  defenders  of  die  weak  and  hdp- 
less?  Why  are  we  up  in  arms,  so  to  speak, 
over  the  Killing  of  ckm  and  not  over  the 
killing  of  the  unborn/ Unborn  babies  are 
cast  into  waste  baskets,  flushed  down  a 
toilet,  or  discarded  in  some  odier  dis- 
tastehil  manner.  There  are  not  even  grave 
markers  to  adcnowledge  their  existence." 

The  Memorial  to  the  Miss^  is  their 
marker.  Approximately  6  milbon  pen¬ 
nies  are  stul  needed  to  reach  the  50  mil¬ 
lion  penny  goal.  You  can  help  by  sending 
chedcs  or  cash  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  and  designating  your  gift  to 
The  Memorial  to  die  Missiiw.  Widiyour 
help,  we  can  help  women  choose  life  for 
their  unborn  bat^. 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


THK  VILLAOB  VIIW 


Uue  CroM  and  Blue  Shield  of 


MiMisaippi  Finance  and 


Pricing  Group  chose  to 


donate  an  entire  day  to  The 


Baptist  Children's  Village 


Employees  spent  the  day 


painting  a  cottage  on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  in  Jackson.  Many  thanks  to 


all  for  helping  us  conquer  this 


monumental  task! 


BlueCross  BlueShield 
of  Mississippi 

Conuniued  to  i  Healthkr  MteMppl. 


Mb  k  Mn.  ndiard  Ragtn 
Dc  kMn.  PMI  Mumy  k  Alan 


Current  Needs  List 

Two  $100  sponsors  for  choir  dresses 

$150  for  a  student  to  participate  in  a  UN  Council 

Laundry  detergent 

Scrubbing  bubbles 

Lyaol 


ts  b^^nning  to  look 
lot  like  Christmas..! 


wdl  that  inay  not  be  exactly  tme 
with  these  warm  September  daysy 
but  The  ‘Baptist  ChildreiB 
Village  staff  has  already  begun 
planning  for  the  Christmas  holiday 
and  we  need  your  help.  ‘We  need 
Christmas  tree  lights  and  other 
deooratioQs  for  the  season.  ‘Please 
let  us  know  if  you  can  help. 


Contact  us  at- 


601-922-2242 

www.b^michildrensvill^ 


Explore  the  Bible 

Strive  For  Godly  Perfection 

Matthew  5:20-26, 36-48 


By  Midiael  Smith _ 

The  folks  who  dest^  and 
engiiwer  Lexus  automobiles  are 
motivated  by  one  simple  pas¬ 
sion:  tiie  rrientleas  pursuit  of  per¬ 
fection.  This  wlenoess  pursuit  of 
perfection  does  not  imply  that 
Lexus  has  created  THE  perfect 


cat,  but  that  tfwy  have  made  ae-  the  eyes  of  God?  The  scribes  and 
ating  the  perfect  car  tfieir  aim.  Fliansees  of  Jesus'  day  would 
The  rrientiess  pursuit  of  perfec-  reply  to  tius  ^esticm  with  a 
tion  should  also  be  the  biblically  resounding  "Yu!"  Righteous- 
informed  aim  of  any  disciple  of  ness,  in  tiie  minds  of  tfie  scribes 
Christ.  The  Sermon  on  the  and  Pharisees  was  a  matter  of 
Mount  from  Mattiiew  5-7  pro-  dutifully  adhering  to  a  collection 
vides  us  wi^  a  l^lical  pernrec-  of  reli^ous  rules.  They  attrib- 


vation  for  sudi  singly 
minded  obedience  is 
iust  and  wortiiy. 
Unfortunately,  the 

scribes  and  Hiarisees' 
motivation  was 

flawed.  They  desired 
righteousness  for  tiie 
indeed  some  of  life's  ^  appeasing 

toughest  questions.  In  tkxi  rather  tiian  for  the 

Job  9:2,  however,  we  Smith  purpose  of  pleasing 
encounter  the  question  of  God.  The  proper  mob- 

dw  ages  and  me  most  impor-  vation  hr  the  relentiess  pursuit 
tant  question  that  any  person  of  perfection  is  not  to  appease 
can  ever  ask:  Can  a  man  be  but  to  please  God. 

righteous  in  die  eyes  of  God?  The  scribes  and  Pharisees 
Can  a  person  be  righteous  in  believed  that  diey  could  behave 
the  eyes  cl  God?  The  scribes  and  in  such  a  manner  that  would 


tive  on  die  pursuit  of  perfection. 

1.  The  standard  to  Exceed 
(Matthew  5:20) 

fai  the  Old  Testament  book  of 
Job,  we  are  confronted  with 
many  of  life's  toughest  ques¬ 
tions.  Is  God  really  in  control? 
Why  do  bad  things  happen  to 
good  people?  Why  does  God 
allow  us  to  sufler?  These  are 


uted  Mmreme  value  to  human 
e^rt.  Tne  scribes  and  Pharisees 
believed  that  tenacious  compli¬ 
ance  to  the  law  wouldvield  per¬ 
sonal  righteousness.  The  senbes 
and  Pharisees,  therrfore,  were 
single-minded  in  their  desire  to 
keep  the  law.  Single-minded  obe¬ 
dience  to  God  is  a  just  and  wor¬ 
thy  aspiration  in  lire,  if  the  moti- 


^pease  the  righteousness  of 
God.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is 
that  no  one  can  behave  in  a 
manner  that  appeases  the  ri^t- 
eousness  of  God.  The  Bible 
makes  clear  that  no  one  is  right¬ 
eous  (Romans  3:10-11)  and  mat 
all  have  sinned  and  fallen  short 
of  the  glory  of  God  (Romans 
3:23).  The  collaboration  of  all 
our  human  effort  falls  miser¬ 
ably  short  of  attaining  right¬ 
eousness  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
The  righteousness  that  God 
desires  of  us  and  demands  from 
us  is  not  tiie  result  of  human 
behavior;  it  is  the  gracious  work 


of  a  loving  God  on  our  behalf 
(Romans  5:21-26).  When  Jesus 
demands  that  our  righteous¬ 
ness  surpass  the  righteousness 
of  ^  scribes  and  I^risees,  he 
is  warning  us  against  any  claim 
to  righteousness  that  is  based 
on  human  effort. 

2.  Behavior  Towards  Others 
(Matthew  5:21-26, 38-42, 43-47). 

Righteousness  that  comes 
from  Ck)d  should  result  in  right 
behavior  towards  others.  Life¬ 
transforming  righteousness 
that  results  TOm  me  redemp¬ 
tive  grace  of  Ck)d  should  be 
mani^ted  in  how  we  relate  to 
others.  The  righteousness  that 
results  from  (^d's  grace  liber¬ 
ates  us  to  relate  to  others 
redemptively  rather  than 
manipulatively.  We  should  not 
view  others  as  a  means  to  curry 
God's  favor  but  as  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  convey  Ckxl's  love.  Jesus 
provides  a  series  of  test  cases  to 
demonstrate  righteous  behav¬ 
ior  towards  omers.  The  right¬ 
eousness  that  comes  from  the 
grace  of  God  enables  us  to  be'’ 
torgiving  with  friends  (5:21-26), 

fia&nt  with  impossible  people 
5:38-42),  and  longsunenng 
towards  those  who  cause  us  to 
suffer  (5:43-47).  This  righteous 


behavior  towards  others  is  not 
motivated  by  the  desire  to 
appease  God,  but  by  the  desire 
to  please  Ckxl. 

3.  The  Standard  to  Seek 
(Matthew  5:48) 

The  relentless  pursuit  of  per¬ 
fection  should  define  your  life's 
aim  as  a  disciple  of  Christ.  Jesus 
desires  and  demands  that  we 
seek  perfection  in  such  a  way 
that  mirrors  the  supreme  per¬ 
fection  of  God.  What  a  paradox 
—  Jesus  demands  perfection 
from  imperfect  people.  The 
secret  to  finding  joy  in  this 
paradox  is  simply  realizing  that 
you  are  becoming  what  you 
already  are  in  Christ.  It's  sim¬ 
ply  a  matter  of  practicing  in  the 
details  of  everyday  life  what  is 
already  a  reality  in  (3od's  eyes. 
The  relentless  pursuit  of  penec- 
tion  is  encapsulated  in  Paul's 
promising  testimony  in 
Galatians  2:20:  "I  have  been 
crucified  with  Christ  and  I  no 
longer  live,  but  Christ  lives  in 
me.  The  life  I  live  in  the  body,  1 
live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God, 
who  loved  me  and  gave  him¬ 
self  for  me"  (NIV). 

Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Monticello. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Ij^feGonl  is  pfeMtd  to  pubiiih 
■liBpjMiphs  of  special  events 
K^^ooperating  churches  of 
Blmte  Conwraon. 
P||pn)r  publication  in  The 
■if  iMMt  be  either  (a)  type- 
rneally  printed  on  8  1/2  by 

to  lOlfM  pfOVIOCO  Dy  uic 

.  All  articles  must  be  received 
no  article  will  be  accepted 
kiphene. 

UB  be  submitted  electroni- 
iraddrtss  below,  and  must 
id  liHlie  mesiage  tegfiwnt 
Ijtf  fomi.  ^ue  to  inerMfIng 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are  permissible.  ,  ^ 

PleaM  make  articles  corxrise.  Include 

the  wliob  «lMlr  tdieie  deuils  of 
the  story,  atong  with  a  contact  person's 

....... 


nwNHM’inM 


clear;  sharp,  and  weil-ii| 

can  net  be  n 


donotanadi 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
while.  Instant  photos  and  dk^  printouts 
ate  not  reproducible.  Digits  photos  may 
be  used  a  submitted  as  a  Jffe  fUe  via 
etther  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three  arid-a-half  inch 
floppy  dUk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be^ 


All  newt  lim  arc  sub|K:t  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
piflg.  Photograw  must  depict  people.  No 
bnoscape-,  Duildfeg-,  or  abjed-oniy  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  priiM.  News  hems  arid/or 
photi»aphs  can  be  published  otw  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submittirw  news  is  one 
wew  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  dale-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
submit  news  and  phettiflraphs  to  The 


be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

submit  news  and  phetagraphs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  53(),  Jackson, 
kS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-35a(L 
E-mail:  bap(istrecord#mbcb.org. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Facing  the  Fiery  Furnace 

Dasdel  Stl-SO  (Focal  Peaeeges  3:1-2, 4-6, 8, 12-24, 
16-18, 24-26, 28) 


’  AUoeSiallh 


bt  thle  very  femiliar  story  that 
we  have  heard  sbtoe  we  were 
chlldrctv  we  see  King 
Ncbudikinczxar  up  to  his  old 
trida  of  throwing  his  wei^ 
around  and  wielding  unyiddmg 
coNbd  over  the  penrfe  in  h£ 
kingdom.  Consurned  with  his 
own  power  and  fuD  of  eoo  and 
pride,  he  shows  flutt  he  nas  no 
hMtt  for  Danid's  God.  He 


At  the  challenge 
from  the  king,  the  thiw 
snen  resporul  with 
mighty  atui  coura¬ 
geous  words  in  verses 
1^18  (NAS):  *Tf  it  be 
so,  our  God  «vhom  we 
serve  is  d>le  to  ddiver 
_  us  feom  the  furnace  of 
Of  course,  we  can  blazing  fire;  and  He 

guess  what  happens  ^  %vill  dettver  us  out  of 

next.  Jealousy  rears  its  ,  your  hartd,  O  Idng.  (18) 

were  ^y  head  and  sly  men  oomje  to  But  even  if  He  does  not,  let  it  be 
Kiiw  the  Idng  to  report  on  flw  men  of  known  to  you,  O  khtg,  tiuit  we 
•  (xd  God  who  reruse  to  obey  die  are  not  going  to  serve  your 
king.  The  words  are  flwre  lor  us  gods  or  wotmip  the  golden 


theking  to  report  on  flw  men  of 
God  who  reruse  to  obey  die 
king.  The  words  are  dwre  lor  us 
to  read  in  Verse  12  of  Chapter  3 
(HCSB)  "There  are  some  jews 
you  have  appointed  to  numage 


gods  or 


ip  the  golden 


provmce 


im^  dwt  you  have  set  up." 

Fighting  words  that  lead  to 
one  coiudusion:  a  trip  to  a  fur- 


Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
Abednego.  These  men  Have 


Babylon:  naoe  so  hot  that  dw  guards  who 


erects  a  huge  gold  statue  that  is  ignored  you,  die  king;  dwy  do 
so  large  it  can  be  seen  flxxn  fif-  not  serve  your  gods  or  worship 
teen  miles  away  aikl  commands  dw  gold  statue  you  have  set 
everyone  to  come  to  the  dedica-  up."  Isn't  dus  true  of  human 
tion  of  the  image.  He  instructed  nature  today?  How  quidc  we 
the  people  dutt  udien  they  heard  are  to  wmt  to  bring  down  a  peg 

■  "  ’  »f 


the  nuu^  instruments  and  all 
kinds  of  music  th^  were  to  bow 
down  aiul  worsriip  die  idol. 
Those  who  did  not  would  be 
cast  into  a  furnace  of  blazing  fire. 


or  two  diose  ot  whom  we  are  follow  Gtirist  no  matter  wliat7 
jealous,  those  who  threaten  our  Can  we  even  imagine  it?  There 
position  or  status,  by  our  whis-  have  been  great  people  of  God 
pers,  our  innuendoes,  and  our  who  have  followed  Christ 
criticisms.  through  great  sacrifice:  Bill 


approach  to  dirow  them  into 
me  midst  of  it  are  burned  to  a 
crisp.  What  courage,  what 
faidi.  No  matter  what  die  out¬ 
come,  His  to  the  end  (or  per¬ 
haps  die  beginning?). 

Do  these  wordsnave  signifi¬ 
cance  today?  Are  we  willing  to 
follow  Christ  no  matter  wMt? 


Wallace  of  China,  Lottie  Moon, 
Corrie  Ten  Boom,  Christians  in 
Darfui;  Sudan  are  being 
martyred  as  we  speak. 

L^s  btiiw  it  down  to  the 
small  sacrifkes  that  may  be 
reouired  of  us  in  our  society 
today.  What  is  our  Christian 
witness  in  the  w(Mkpl^?  Our 
response  to  the  dirty  joke,  the 
gossip  and  slander  of  someone, 
me  request  to  "doctor"  the 
report?  The  fiery  furnace  of  a 
desire  for  popularity  and  accep¬ 
tance  by  me  group  at  large  can 
getpre^  hot. 

As  Cnristians,  we  need  to 
determine  ahead  of  time,  before 
die  sticky  situation  develops, 
diat  we  1^  respond  to  all  situ¬ 
ations  with  the  love  and 
strength  of  Christ.  Meditating 
(HI  dm  resolve  "before  the  fact” 
can  go  a  long  way  in  making  us 
stnmg  when  we  find  ourselves 
in  the  midst  of  the  temptation. 

Filled  with  an^r, 
Nebuchadnezzar  orders  die  fur¬ 
nace  to  be  heated  seven  times 
hotter  than  normal.  When  Gcxi 
acts  in  our  lives,  he  doesn't  do  it 
just  enough  to  get  by,  he  does  it 
all  the  way.  You  xnow  the  rest  of 


the  sto^.  Once  again,  God 
reveab  his  power  and  sover¬ 
eignty  to  this  bhisfering,  Utde 
king.  As  Nebuchixlnezzar  looks 
into  the  furnace  he  is  shocked 
and  astounded.  There  are  KXJR 
people  walking  in  die  fur¬ 
nace.. .and  in  die  words  of  the 
king,  he  says  in  verse 
25mCSB):  "and  the  fourth 
l(X}lu  like  a  son  of  the  gods." 

The  men  come  out « the  fur¬ 
nace  comfdetriy  untouched  by 
the  roaring  fire  and,  once  again. 
King  Nebuchadnezzar  extott  die 
power  of  the  G(xl  of  Shadrach, 
Meshach,  and  Abechiego. 

Ckxl  warns  against  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  felling  into  die  trap  of 
making  (xir  own  idok  to  wor¬ 
ship.  ^  may  find  cxirselves  in 
danger  of  rrolacing  Him,  die 
Holy  One,  wim  maivmade  non¬ 
sense.  A  measuriite  stick  useful  in 
determining  the  Kvd  you  have 


Holy  One,  wim  maivmade  non¬ 
sense.  A  measuriite  stick  useful  in 
determining  the  Kvd  you  have 
reached  in  knowing  and  loving 
is  to  ask  ycxirsnf  a  ({uestion: 
"How  much  do  I  desire  to  reaUy 
c4)ey  God?"  1  Samuel  15:22  says, 
"  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice." 

Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


God  first:  Top  college  QB  sets  priorities,  goals  in  order 


GAINESVILLC,  FU.  (BP)  —  Holding  In  2007,  howevcc  Tebow  it 
dwmotthi^profile  petition  on  ooUege  the  ttarting  quartobtek  and 
football's  odlendiitt  national  champi-  unditpuied  leader  of  the  Gtfoft 
onthip  team  —  fnanng  him  the  biggest  in  thim  drive  to  matdt  the 
^  I^n  on  Campus  at  a  football-craaed  school's  basketball  team  as  bade* 
smool  —  could  earily  go  to  dte  head  of  to-back  national  duunpions. 
any^coUege  sophomoie.  For  Tdxnv,  the  way  to  ded 

lUn  Tnxnv  says  football  is  not  even  with  the  pieasuie  that  comes  with 
the  tidrd  most  important  thing  in  his  Ufe.  the  territory  is  to  ignore  moot  of 
"\  am  fortunate  to  have  fomily  mem-  what  others  say  about  him. 
bers,  coadies  and  teammates  around  "I  don't  really  listen  too 
who  can  help  me  stay  focused  on  the  mudi  since  it's  important  to 
ri^t  things  ror  us  to  oe  successful.  For  stay  in  the  middle  and  not  get 
me,  every  day  indudes  four  dUngs:  too  high  or  too  low.  Florida  nns 
God,  family,  academics  and  football  m  are  passkmate  and  Quit's  wluit 
dut  order,"  Tebow  told  the  Florida  makes  them  great.  Being 
Baptist  l^tness,  the  news  foumal  of  the  dieered  or  criticiM  is  all  pm 
Florida  Baptist  Convention.  of  sports  aikl  how  everything 

In  a  sig^  of  die  media  scrutiny  and  goes  in  cycles,"  Tebow  sud. 
time  pressure  his  sdiedule  is  under.  The  omer  k^  in  keeping  bal- 
University  of  Florida  Sports  Infomution  ance  in  his  life  is  his  relationship 
sta^  2^ack  Higbee  told  the  Witness  with  Christ. 

■  diere  were  hundreds  Tebow  grew  ^  in  a  Christian 
of  interview  requests  family,  ledoy  miasionaiy  parents 
for  Tebow  as  die  Bob  im  Pam  Tdxrw.  The  Tdxrws 
Gators  prepare  to  are  members  of  First  Church  in 
defend  their  diampi-  Jacksonville.  He  began  his  walk 
ondiip,  and  it  was  with  Christ  as  a  six-yeai>old  «id 

.  «  .•  .  .  .  \  1  _  _s_  . _ 


ing  fcM:  granted.  It 
also  allowed  me  to 
see  the  etfect  diat  1 
could  have  on 
those  people. 


OFF-FIELD  WITNESS  — Tim  Ibbow  taka  a  break  from  his  dutia  as  starting 
Unlvasaity  of  Florida  summer  workouts  in  July  to  play  Goliath  in  a  children's 
hoine  church.  First  Church  in  Jacksonviih^  Ft.  (BP  photo) 


belief  in  Christ  is  all  that  "1  saw  how  he  treated  people  and  Brunson  said  Tebow  spoke  at  die 
they  have  and  is  much  more  learned  to  treat  everyone  how  I  wanted  diurch's  annual  pastors'  confennat  Imt 
impoi^t  than  money  or  to  be  treated,"  Tebow  said.  "He  was  year  and  impressed  evangeBstJuwlof  IM, 
materiri  possessions."  such  a  positive  role  model  both  on  the  udio  told  Brunson  it  was  "die  best  iMtk 

Majoruig  in  family,  fleld,  academically  and  spiritually  and  mony  I  have  ever  heard  from  an  athlsfo" 
)muth,  and  communiw  sa-  would  always  make  time  for  people  by  Tmw's  commitment  to  the  duMih 
enca,  Tebow  said  he  is  signing  autc^raphs,  taking  pictures  was  illustrated  in  July  wdien  he  Pklidd 
"trying  to  take  advantage"  with  them  ....  Goliath  opposite  a  ^-year-old  ogp-wt 

of  die  educational  oppo^  Today,  Wuerffel  who  quarterbacked  David  in  the  churdi's  chiklran's  wmmk- 

nity  he  has  at  the  NFL's  Washingtem  Redskins  and  New  cal.  "I  think  he  just  got  a  o«|  of 
Uruversity  of  Florida  —  the  Orleans  Saints,  leads  Desire  Street  doing  that  widi  di^  ch&dMri," 
ahiu  mater  of  his  parents.  Ministries  in  New  Orleans,  which  Brunson  said.  •  ^ 

Although  his  parents  seeks  to  rebuild  impoverished  neigh-  "When  I  think  of  Tlnn,  I  »hink  ai;«a 
have  counted  iWida-  borhoods  through  niiritual  and  com-  young  man  who  is  incicd&h  kiiaiid 
Georgia  as  the  school's  munity  developaient.  who  h  sharp  academicaB«  aid  h  dlS 

‘  ^  *  roiritually,  and  is  hunMe  in  aH 

wunaon  added. 

Asked  by  die  i^tnea  how  OmMm 
can  pray  for  him,  Tebow  mid  apt 
although  it  would  be  "great"  If  jddje 


Florida  St 
since  the 
pUyedapi' 


Tebow  arid  die  athleta  "spend 
dng  rixnit  the  Lord." 
ugh  Mac  Brunson,  senior  pastor 
Cnurch  in  Jaduonville,  has  not 
Tebow  very  long,  he  is 
ed  with  the  joy  ana  humility 
ks  the  yourw  man. 

illy  dimk  mat  he  has  a  heart  _ 

jy,  Brunson  told  ^Witness,  for  each  persoS  toritdowirW^ 
always  smiling.  He  always  honest  about  making  pridlttes  ly 
®  he  upbeat.  being  true  to  themselves."  ‘  ^  ' 


